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mained in this state for two or three minutes, and then the
muscles relaxed, but she was unconscious for about a quarter
of an hour. This attack was repeated several times, and
during three different periods afterwards. I thought perhaps
the remedies had something to do with it, but the fits oc-
curred later on before any drug had been used. She was
kept more or less under morphia and chloroform for three
days, when the pain ceased; and after some sickness she
was perfectly well.
Subsequently I found the os uteri extremely small, and

could only pass a tent the size of a No. 1 gum catheter. When
this commenced to swell the pain became intense, and
morphia and chloroform were brought into action freely.
The next day I divided the lower half of the neck of the
womb in four directions, and passed a sound into the cavity
itself. I noticed in doing so that there was a spot about
two-thirds of the way through, which was intensely painful
when touched, but there was no obstruction from it. I

passed the sound several times at intervals of three or four
days, but contraction gradually took place, except at the
lower segment; and on the 21st, when she was unwell, the
former scenes of misery were repeated.
During the early part of February I kept the passage

dilated every other day with tents, and at the end of the
month there was very little suffering - so little that I
thought she was safe; but on March 25th she relapsed, and
had some of the former fits, though the pain did not continue
for so many days. I dilated again with the sound and
tents during April, but with no better result. She had suf-
fered so much that her near relations tried to dissuade me,
and did up till this time, from operating any furthur; but
the patient herself was anxious that everything possible
should be tried, and accordingly, after consulting with my
partner, Mr. Hume, who had watched the case all through,
and given me many valuable hints, I determined to divide
the whole canal up to the internal os ; I did so on May 9th,
cutting in two directions, and passed the sound every other
day without the old pain, till the 26th, when she was unwell.
She suffered slight pain for one day, and I was afraid con-
traction might take place again.
On June 6th, I divided the internal os thoroughly in three

directions, passing the knife quite into the uterus, and after-
wards plugged the neck throughout with a piece of elastic
catheter, wound round with lint soaked in carbolised oil.
On the 24th she menstruated quite naturally ; there were
no clots, and the discharge was of a proper colour and

quantity. I took the precaution of passing the sound
periodically for a month afterwards, and then inserted a
divided stem pessary with a spring outwards, but it would

not stay in more than a week. From June till the present
time she has had no pain whatever, and the sound passes
very freely, almost without her knowing it.
My impression, on seeing this case at first, was that the

obstruction confined itself, most likely, to the lower segment
of the neck, and especiallv to the os uteri ; and I was un-
willing to divide it throughout its course for fear of exciting
inflammation ; as it was, directly after the operation of
May 9th the abdomen became intensely tender, there was
great pain in the back and down the legs, and for three or
four days some amount of fever. The symptoms gradually
passed off in the course of ten days under the free use of
opium, but I consider they justified the caution used in not
dividing the internal os till every other means had been
tried and failed, and nothing but a life of misery remained
for my patient to contemplate.
Kensington.

CASE OF GANGRENE OF RIGHT LUNG WITH
CARIES OF SPINAL COLUMN,

FROM PASSAGE OF HEAD OF GRASS INTO BRONCHUS.

BY JOHN MAGRATH, M.D.,
LATE PHYSICIAN TO THE EAST LONDON HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN, ETC.

THE following case appears to me to be worthy of record,
as offering several points of interest in the clinical history of
pulmonary gangrene, besides being an additional illustration
of the lecture by Dr. George Johnson, as lately published in
THE LANCET.

J. S-, aged seven years, was brought to me on July 8th,
1878, with the following history :-Some hours previously

he accidentally "swallowed" a head of grass. A violent
fit of coughing, with lividity of face, immediately followed,
but the urgency soon subsided, and when the patient was
seen by me, there was no physical sign of obstructed respira-
tion. An occasional dry rhonchus was the only auscultatory
sound, and the patient complained merely of dryness of
throat and a slight pain to right of epigastrium. Large
doses of ipecacuanha were administered, and afterwards
purgatives, but though the evacuations were carefully
examined, nothing was discovered. It was hoped (from the
slight symptoms), notwithstanding, that the grass was

actually swallowed, and that if it entered the larynx at all,
it was got rid of immediately by the violent respiratory
efforts.

After an interval of about a month, the patient was again
brought to me. Now a good deal of pain was complained of
on the right side, rather indefinite as to position, but soon
becoming tolerably well localised, and described as starting
from the right infra-mammary region, and going through to
the back. A hacking cough followed, and some elevation
of temperature, with harsh breathing and some dry rhonchus
as the only physical signs. The cough gradually became
more troublesome and the pain distressing, being now re-
ferred more particularly to an area of a few square inches
below the angle of the scapula and approaching the spinal
column. Evidence of consolidation of lung over the site of
pain manifested itself about eight weeks after the accident.
The dulness, at first very slight, became complete in about
a fortnight, or ten weeks after the date of "swallowing" the
grass. The area of dulness was quite circumscribed, and
was confined to the posterior base below the scapula. The
breath-sounds, at first weak, became distinctly tubular, and
afterwards cavernous, with a good deal of coarse bubbling
rhonchus, after the tenth week. This was over the region
of consolidation; elsewhere the respiration was not far from
normal.
About the tenth week the patient was distressed with

pain and could lie on right side only. Rigors followed. The
expectoration, at first very scanty and tinged with blood,
was now profuse, purulent, and most foul. It soon became
dark, and the stench of the breath almost intolerable. At
this time also pressure over the area of dulness caused con-
siderable pain, and two of the dorsal vertebral spines were
noticed to be very prominent.

Profuse sweats set in, with delirium, and death followed
twelve weeks after the accident.

A uto]Jsy, eighteenhour8 after death.-In this I was assisted
by Mr. Mahony, a neighbouring practitioner, who also saw
the case during life. About one-third of lower lobe of right
lung was found to be completely gangrenous, the pulmonary
tissue breaking down under the least pressure. The centre
of this gangrenous mass was riddled by cavities, and in one
of these lay a head of grass, blackened, but scarcely altered
in consistence, and about three-quarters of an inch long.
The apex of the grass was pointed downwards, the grain
thus aiding the inspiratory efforts, but resisting the ex-
piratory efforts to expel. The gangrenous lung was in-
separably adherent to surrounding tissues. The diaphragm
was perforated, and the upper surface of the liver was in-
flamed, and in parts beginning to soften. The bodies of
two contiguous dorsal vertebrae on the right side were
excavated and carious, breaking down under very gentle
pressure. This condition was suspected during life, and-
accounted for the angular curvature which developed so

rapidly in the last few weeks of life.
East Grinstead.

ODONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN.-
At the Annual General Meeting of this Society, held
Jan. 12th, 1880, the following members were elected as
officers and councillors for the year 1880 :-President : Mr.
Alfred J. Woodhouse. Vice-Presidents: Mr. Charles James
Fox, Mr. T. A. Rogers, Dr. J. Walker, Mr. David Hep-
burn (Edinburgh), Mr. Alfred Meara (India), Mr. J. E.
Rose (Liverpool). Treasurer : Mr. James Parkinson. Libra-
rian : Mr. Felix-Weiss. Curator : Mr. C. S. Tomes, F.R.S.

: 

Honorary Secretaries : Mr. Ashley Barrett, Mr. S. J.
Hutchinson, Mr. F. Canton. Councillors: Messrs. E. B.
West, J. S. Turner, T. Underwood, Oakley Coles, W. H.
Woodhouse, Edwin Saunders, T. C. White, G. Wallis, W.
F. Henry, J. Doherty (Dublin), W. R. y’6TOOd (Brighton),
W. Hunt (Yeovil), T. W. G. Palmer (Cheltenham), T. J.
Brown Mason (Exeter), W. Williamson (Aberdeen).


